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CECV Statement of Commitment to Child Safety

A safe, nurturing and empowering culture for all children
and young people in Catholic schools.

Thiz staternent has been updated in light of the revised Child Safe Standards coming into effect from

1 July 2022 and the supporting Ministerial Order No. 1359,

Every perzon, created in the image and livensss of God, iz unigue and has an intrinsic and inafienabls dignity
(Pontifical Council for Promoting New Evangelization 2020, n. 375).

The Catholic Bducaton Commission of Viciona Lid (CECV) holds the cans, safety and welibaing of children and young
peopie as a central and fundamental responsbility of Catholc educabion. This COMMAMENt is drarwn from and inherent 1o the
feaching and mission of Jeews Chiist, with Iove, justics and the sanctity of 6ach human person at the heart of tha gospel.

This statement is intended to reaffirm the central focus on child safety across Cathosc education in Victona, Dult
around a unifisd undsrstanding of the Moral imperathve and owararching commitmeants that wundarpin owr drive for
continual improvament, and emibedding a culture of "no tolerance’ for Ghild abuse in our schools and organisations.

The characterizfic element of the Cathalic achool, in addition to pursuing ‘cultursl goalz and the human formation
of youth’, consistz in creating for the achool communily a special atmosphere animated by the Gospel spirt of
freadom and charify”. To thiz end, the Catholic schoaol aims ... “to order' the whole of human culhure to the news
of sahation so that the knowledge the sfudeniz gradually scquire of the world, [ife and [humanity] iz Mlumined by
faith". In thiz way, the Catholic school preparss pupils to exercize their fieedom responaibly, forming an affitude of
openness and solidarity (Congregation for Catholic Education 2022, n. 18).

The CECY has a universal expactation for the protaction of children. |t is resclutaly commitied to ansuring that al
those engaged in Catholic education in Victona promote the innerant dignity of childrsn and young peops, and their
fundamental rignt 0 D& reepacted and nurtured in a safe sCh0ol armanonmant.

Cathoiic SChoois nave a moral, iegal and Misson-driven reeponsibility 40 creats Nurturing SCHOD| amnviranNments, whers
all children and young pecDis are respected and have agency. Meir woitas are heard, and they ars s3%s and feel sads.
Tha CECV recognisss that some chikinen and young people ars more vulneralia than others, and commits {0 providing
the care and senvices required t0 SLDPOrt them and their familiss, and to ensurs thieir Safsty within all Cathokc schools.

Cathalic 5chools will take prompt action 0 Nave any alegations of AbuSs CONCErMing children and young peopia
appropriately referred and investigated whan raised. While the comiest and reakty at sach Cathosc school will differ,
the fundamental is5ues of understancing efiective practices in child Safoty, and identifying and recponding to child
MM raMmiain ihe same. All SChools Must Strive for Continual IMprovament at i reepensive to emenging thinking,
@vidence and practics, 50 a3 to Sliminats the potental for abuse t0 occur.

Croating child-5afe choal eMvironMSnts iS a dynamic Drocess that irvelves active participation and responsibity by
5ChOC! QOVBITiNg authoritios, SChools, families and thair COMMUNIES. It is Marked by collaboration, vigilance and
proactive approacnss across POicies, ProCeOures, Curmicwium and praciices.

Evary perzon involved in Cathose education has a respensibility to understand the important and specic roie they
play individually and collectively t0 eneurs that the safety and wellbsing of children and young peopie is &t ihe
forgfront of all they o0 and every decision they make.
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The CECV commits to providing a safe, nurturing and
empowering culture for all children and young people
in Victorian Catholic schools through:

Upholding the primacy of the safety and wellbeing of children and young people

At all imes, the ongoing safety and welibeing of children and young peopile will b the primary focus of cans and
OeCiEoN-Making. IN andiion t0 the universal focws on Safsety and wellbsing, 5Chooks Nead 10 pay attention and
attend 10 the neads of their shudents who ars most vulnerabia.

To create and maintain a saf% and Nurturing cufurs, SCNOOIS will actively and comtinually develop and review al
policies, proCessss and practices, inFormed Dy their governing authority, emenging thinking and ewvidencs.

Empowering families, children, young people and staff to have a voice
and raize concerns

Schoois, in partnership with families, wil ensure children and young people are informed of their rights, and ars
sngaged and active parbcipants in decision-Mmaking procassss, particularyy those that have an impact on their safsty.
This Means that ihe views of children, younyg pecpls and familiss are taken senously, and their coNcens ars
adaressad in a just and imely manner. Children and young peopie are IS0 tawght 10 riss concerns, gaining the
necossary Bkills and knowietgs to understand and Maintain ther personal safety and wellbsing, and the safsty and
wellDaing of ther Deers, rough educational approaches and Programs.

Implementing rigorous risk management and employment practices

Schoois will syStematicaly and cortinually identify and a55868 ks 10 child Safety, and will siminats (whers poesibis)
or reducs all potential sourtas of harm in both physical and onling ermandnNments. Efecte ik managament is
embedod in school He through efective, transparant and well-understood policies, procadures and practices.

Schoois will employ highiy COMpatant and professional Staf wio are fonmed and chaenged 10 Maintain e safaty
of all studsnis. The high quality of 51T appointmants will bs upneld through rgortuE BMIoYMENt and revicw
procecses and practices, which inciude a demonsirated knowledge of child safety.

Catholic ecucation will stay abreast of legislation, and will mest the legislative duties to protect the safety and
wellbeing of children and young peopia in its cars, including Mesting the minimum requirements for compliance with
the Chisd Safe Standards for schodis and school boarting Premises as set out in Ministaral Order No. 1358, This is
in adcfion o ongoing work 10 support child safety, including Mandatory reporting, reportable conduct, informiation
sharing and compiaints managemant.
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